
Handwriting



‘We are not born writers. The physical ability 
to write requires great dexterity and muscle 

control which in turn takes practise’   
Alistair Bryce-Clegg



What does Ofsted and DfE say?
Handwriting



What does Ofsted and DfE say?
Handwriting



Where does the journey start?

ShoulderUpper body Elbow

Wrist Fine motor

Gross Motor Skills



Pincer grasp or grip Palm arches

In hand manipulation

Thumb position

Bilateral coordination

Finger isolation

Crossing the midline

Where does the journey start?
Fine Motor Skills



Twinkl - EYFS/KS1 (Yr2)



Twinkl Cursive Unlooped - (Yr2) KS2



How do we get there?
Nursery Reception Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four Year Five Year 6

Autumn 1

Development of fine 
motor skills  

Development of 
pencil grip  

Practice writing their 
name

Development of fine 
motor skills in 
provision. 

Children begin 
developing 
knowledge of the 
letter formation for 
initial sounds, using 
patter. 

Practice writing their 
name at regular 
opportunities.  

Writing done on Sky, 
Grass, Mud lines.   

Sound understanding 
of how to accurately 
form each of the 26 
letters of the 
alphabet, using 
patter to support 

Children not taught 
to join yet.  

Children to continue 
to write on Sky. 
Grass, Mud lines to 
support letter 
formation  

Use of Kaligo to 
reinforce accurate 
letter formation. 

Children not taught 
to join yet.   

x4 Handwriting 
lessons beginning 
combining Kaligo 
and Twinkl 

All written work on 
handwriting lines.  

Children begin to 
learn how to join 
letters.   

x4 Handwriting 
lessons (Twinkl) 

All written work on 
handwriting lines.  

Children confident 
in writing using 
letter joins. 

Interventions for 
those still needing 
support 

x4 Handwriting 
lessons (Twinkl) 

All written work on 
handwriting lines.  

Children confident 
in writing using 
letter joins. 

Interventions for 
those still needing 
support 

x4 Handwriting 
lessons (Twinkl) 

All written work on 
normal writing 
lines.  

Children confident 
in writing using 
letter joins. 

Interventions for 
those still needing 
support 

x4 Handwriting 
lessons (Twinkl) 

All written work on 
normal writing 
lines.  

Children confident 
in writing using 
letter joins. 

Interventions for 
those still needing 
support 

Autumn 2

Spring 1
x4 Handwriting 
lessons combining 
Kaligo and Twinkl 

Children begin 
writing on standard 
handwriting lines by 
the end of the term.   

Children not taught 
to join yet.  

x4 Handwriting 
lessons beginning 
combining Kaligo 
and Twinkl 

All written work on 
handwriting lines.  

Children 
continuing to  
develop their 
joined writing skills.  

Spring 2

x2 Handwriting 
lessons (Twinkl) 

All written work on 
handwriting lines.  

Children confident 
in writing using 
letter joins. 

Interventions for 
those still needing 
support 

x2 Handwriting 
lessons (Twinkl) 

All written work on 
handwriting lines.  

Children confident 
in writing using 
letter joins. 

Interventions for 
those still needing 
support 

x2 Handwriting 
lessons (Twinkl) 

All written work on 
normal writing 
lines.  

Children confident 
in writing using 
letter joins. 

Interventions for 
those still needing 
support 

x2 Handwriting 
lessons (Twinkl) 

All written work on 
normal writing 
lines.  

Children confident 
in writing using 
letter joins. 

Interventions for 
those still needing 
support 

Summer 1
x4 Handwriting 
lessons combining 
Kaligo and Twinkl 

Children continuing 
to write on standard 
handwriting lines for 
handwriting and 
other areas of the 
curriculum.  

Children not taught 
to join yet.  

x4 Handwriting 
lessons beginning 
combining Kaligo 
and Twinkl 

All written work on 
handwriting lines.  

Children confident 
in writing using 
letter joins.  

Summer 2



Where are the resources!!



Book Expectations of Handwriting
EYFS 

• Handwriting whiteboards with Sky, Grass, Mud lines used for phonics. Sky, 
Grass, Mud lines used in provision.   

Yr1 
• Handwriting whiteboards with Sky, Grass, Mud lines used for phonics. 
• Handwriting line books to be used as English books from Spr1 
• Pencil to be used. 

Yr 2/3 
• Narrow handwriting line whiteboards for phonics. 
• Handwriting line books to be used as English books. 
• Pencil to be used (Pen in Yr3) 

KS2  (Yr4+)  
• Normal writing lines to be used in English books. 
• Pen to be used.



Emerging Expected Exceeding

Nursery

Beginning to write their own first name, with prompting. 

Is moving towards a five finger pencil grasp.

Can write their own first name correctly. 

Have a secure five finger pencil hold.

Can write their own first name correctly and 
beginning to write some other words. 

Have a secure five finger pencil hold. And 
moving towards a tripod grip (three finger pencil 
hold).

Reception

Beginning to form lower case letters correctly. 

Uses a five finger pencil grasp, moving towards a 
tripod grip (three finger pencil grip).

Mostly forms lower case letters correctly. 

Holds pencil in tripod grip, comfortably. 

Forms lower case letters consistently correctly, 
with some awareness of handwriting families 
and beginning to practise these. 

Have a secure tripod grip (three finger pencil 
hold.)

Year One

Letters are usually clearly shaped and correctly 
orientated. 

Mostly writes with spaces between words. 

Consistently forms lower-case letters in the correct 
direction, starting at and finishing in the right place. 

Form capital letters and digits 0-9  

Understand which letters belong to the handwriting 
‘families’ and practise these. 

Fluently forms lower-case letters in the correct 
direction, starting at and finishing in the right 
place.  Spaces between words are of a 
consistent size. 

Holds a pencil comfortably and correctly  

Form capital letters and digits 0-9  

Understand which letters belong to the 
handwriting ‘families’ and practise these. 

Year two

Lower case letters are formed and orientated 
accurately, starting and finishing in the correct place. 
They are mostly of a correct size and relative to one 
another. 

Capital letters and digits 0-9 are mostly formed and 
orientated accurately. 

Some consistency in the size and spacing of digits and 
letters is maintained throughout the writing. 

Consistently forms lower case letters of the correct 
size relative to one another. 

Uses diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join 
letters. 

Mostly joins letters correctly in a cursive style. 

Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, 
orientation and relationship to one another and to 
lower-case letters. 

Upper and lower case letters not mixed within words.

Consistently joins letters in an appropriate 
cursive style.

End of Year Expectations



Emerging Expected Exceeding

Year three

Uses the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to 
join letters and understand which letters, when 
adjacent to on another are best left unjoined. 

The children should be moving towards a joined 
style of handwriting. 

Uses the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to 
join letters and understand which letters, when 
adjacent to on another are best left unjoined. 

The children should consistently be using a joined 
style of handwriting. 

Uses the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to 
join letters and understand which letters, when 
adjacent to on another are best left un-joined. 

The children should be using a fluent, joined, legible 
style of handwriting. 

Year four

Uses the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to 
join letters and understand which letters, when 
adjacent to on another are best left un-joined. 

The children should be using a fluent, joined, legible 
style of handwriting. 

Uses the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to 
join letters and understand which letters, when 
adjacent to on another are best left un-joined  

The children should be using a fluent, joined, legible 
style of handwriting. The legibility, consistency and 
quality of their handwriting should be moving 
towards higher presentation. 

Uses the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to 
join letters and understand which letters, when 
adjacent to on another are best left un-joined  

The children should be using a fluent, joined, legible 
style of handwriting. The legibility, consistency and 
quality of their handwriting should be moving 
towards higher presentation. 

Beginning to choose when not to use joined letters 
for particular tasks. E.g. labelling a diagram, writing 
an email address or use of capital letters.

Year five

Handwriting is usually legible and fluent. 

This is beginning to include appropriate choice of 
letter shape, and whether or not to join letters. 

The children should be using a joined, legible style 
of handwriting. 

Handwriting is legible and fluent. 

This usually includes appropriate choice of letter 
shape and whether or not to join letters.  

The children should be using a joined, legible style 
of handwriting. 

Legible, fluent handwriting is usually maintained 
when writing at an efficient speed. 

The children should be using a joined, legible style 
of handwriting. 

Year six

Legible, fluent handwriting is usually maintained 
when writing at an efficient speed.  

Beginning to develop a personal legible style.  

Chooses the writing implement style of handwriting 
that is best suited for the task. 

Legible, fluent handwriting is usually maintained 
when writing at efficient speed. This includes 
appropriate choice of letter shape; whether or not 
to join letters; and writing implement.

Legible, fluent handwriting is consistently 
maintained when writing at sustained, efficient 
speed.


