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PART 1:  HOW WE TEACH PHONICS 

A way of teaching children how to read and write. 

Helps children hear, identify and use different sounds to read and write. 

The English language has: 26 letters, 44 sounds and over 100 different ways to spell 
those sounds. 

Taught using the Little Wandle programme, validated by the DFE. 

Taught daily for 10 minutes at the start of Reception, moving up to between 20-30 
minutes.

WHAT IS PHONICS? 



PART 1:  HOW WE TEACH PHONICS 

PHONICS PROGRAMME: LITTLE WANDLE 
DFE validated programme. 

Thorough plans covering all aspects of phonics, reading and catch up. 

Engaging resources that don’t overload children. 

Comprehensive training which ensures a consistent approach across the 
school.
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LESSON STRUCTURE 



PART 1:  HOW WE TEACH PHONICS 

AUTUMN OVERVIEW 



PART 1:  HOW WE TEACH PHONICS 

Phoneme- any of the sounds which make up words in the English language. 

Grapheme- how a phoneme (sound) is written down. There can be more than one way of writing these 
e.g. the phoneme (sound) ‘ay’ is spelt differently in each of these words ‘way’, ‘make’ and ‘great’. 

Segment- breaking down a word into the sounds in order to read or spell them e.g. ‘fox, f-o-x’. We use 
segmenting fingers to help your child segment words. 

Blend- putting together the phonemes (sounds)) to read a word e.g. f-o-x, fox. 

Digraph- two letters making one phoneme (sound). 

Trigraph- three letters making one phoneme (sound).

JARGON: WHAT YOU MAY HEAR YOUR CHILD SAY… 
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PART 2:  HOW WE TEACH READING 

Children start with wordless books to help them develop language and understanding of how to 
handle books. 

Children use levelled reading books once they have mastered a number of sounds and how they 
are written. These are matched to their secure phonics knowledge and word reading abilities. 

Reception: One- one reading for the start of term to give them a high level of support as they 
settle and begin their reading journey. 

Later in the year children will be grouped by ability and read in their group twice weekly prior to 
books returning home.

BOOKS



PART 2:  HOW WE TEACH READING 

Must be kept in a named book bag. Please do not keep water in the bag with 
their books. 

Reception: Books should be brought on your child’s book day, as advised by 
class teacher. 

Books are an expensive resource and need to be well looked after. If they are 
not returned it means the next group cannot read them. Please return books to 
their bag as soon as you finish reading them. If books are not returned after a 
week we will request you pay £5 to replace the book.

BOOK BAGS



PART 3:  SUPPORTING AT HOME 

Read daily for a short period. 

Look at the inside of the front cover together before reading: re-cap the 
sounds that will be in the book and get your child to practise the words 
that will be in the book- this will help them read them fluently in the book. 

Encourage them to sound out the words in their head and then just say 
the words aloud. Encourage them to find digraphs and trigraphs in each 
word first to support them in sounding words out.  

Celebrate and praise your child for their achievement and their efforts! 

Write once a week in their reading record with a short general comment 
on their progress and if there are any issues you’ve noticed.

READING THE PHONICS BOOK



PART 3:  SUPPORTING AT HOME 

Your child’s second book will be a story book. 

This should be read by the adult to the child to help children develop a love of 
reading and their understanding. It is much easier for them to discuss and 
engage in a book when they are not having to work hard to read it, which can 
cause an overload of information. 

Ask your child about the book as you read, encourage them to think deeply. You 
could ask what might happen next, to describe what they can see in the 
pictures, how the story makes them feel etc.

READING FOR PLEASURE



PART 3:  SUPPORTING AT HOME 

Initial sound games e.g. I spy with my little eye using the initial sound 

Blending games e.g. Can you find the p-i-g? 

Rhyming games e.g. rhyming stories, matching rhyming pictures… 

Instrumental and environmental sound games e.g. a sound walk outside, copy 
the beat  

See the school website for lots of ideas!

PLAYING GAMES AND LOTS OF TALK!



PART 3:  SUPPORTING AT HOME 

Watch little wandle videos showing all the phonemes to help you 
support your child. There are other guidance videos. 

Support your child in learning the alphabetic code and remember not 
to use letter names. 

Support your child in writing words by using their sounds- it’s ok if they 
mistakes as long as they are trying. Please do not write words for them 
to copy or sound them out for them as this de-skills them. Praise their 
attempts. 

Look at the school website phonics session to find more resources, 
such as sound mats.

FIND OUT MORE!
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THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING. 
ANY QUESTIONS?

PHONICS AT KENDER 


