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Religious Education Policy

“developing successful children, achieving high standards”

Kender Values:

Kindness and responsibility

Empathy and resilience

Nurture and reflection

Diligence and being ready
Encouragement and resourcefulness

Respect and reasoning

Approved:

Reviewed:

Introduction
Religious education enables children to investigate and reflect on some of the most fundamental questions asked by people. At Kender Primary School we develop the children’s knowledge and understanding of the major world faiths. We enable children to develop a sound knowledge not only of Christianity but also of other world religions, especially those that are the main faiths of children and staff within our school. Children reflect on what it means to have a faith and to develop their own spiritual knowledge and understanding. We help the children learn from religions as well as about religions.

Rationale or statutory requirements
This policy has been created to ensure consistency and progression in the school’s approach to Religious Education, enabling children to develop their understanding of major world religions in order that they develop tolerance and understanding of the local, national and global communities in which they live. 
Religious Education is unique in the school curriculum in that it is neither a core nor a foundation subject; the 1988 Education Act states that ‘Religious Education has equal standing in relation to core subjects of the National Curriculum in that it is compulsory for all registered pupils’. 
Our Vision and Values  

As well as fulfilling our legal obligations, it is also the duty of the Headteacher and Governing body to ensure that: 
· all pupils make progress in achieving the learning objectives of the RE curriculum;
· the subject is well led and managed and that standards and achievement in RE and the quality of provision are subject to regular and effective self-evaluation;
· those teaching RE are suitably qualified and trained in the subject and have regular and effective opportunities for CPD;
· Teachers are aware of the contribution of RE in developing pupils’ understanding of religion and belief and its impact as part of the duty to promote a cohesive community; and
· Teachers explore how new pedagogies and technology can be fully utilised to support RE learning objectives and promote a cohesive community.
Our strategic aims and objectives  
Through the provision of Religious Education at Kender Primary School we aim to: 
· Provoke challenging questions about the purpose of life, beliefs, the self, issues of right and wrong, and what it means to be human. It develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other principle religions, and religious traditions that examine these questions, fostering personal reflection and spiritual development. 
· Encourage pupils to explore their own beliefs, (whether they are religious or non-religious), in the light of what they learn as they examine issues of religious belief and faith and how these impact on personal, institutional and social ethics; and to express their responses. This also builds resilience to anti-democratic or extremist narratives. 
· Enable pupils to build their sense of identity and belonging, which helps them flourish within their communities and as citizens in a diverse society. 
· Teach pupils to develop respect for others, including people with different faiths and beliefs, and to help challenge prejudice. 
· Prompt pupils to consider their responsibilities to themselves and to others, and to explore how they might contribute to the communities and to wider society. It encourages empathy, generosity and compassion. 
· Develop a sense of awe and wonder in the world in which our children live. 
Personal development and Well-Being: 
Re plays an important role in preparing pupils for adult life, employment and lifelong learning. It helps children and you8ng people become successful learners, confident individuals and responsible citizens. It gives them the knowledge, skills and understanding to discern and value truth and goodness, strengthening their capacity for making moral judgements and for evaluating different types of commitment to make positive and healthy choices. 
Community Cohesion: 
RE makes an important contribution to our duty to promote an understanding, tolerance and acceptance of the diverse nature of our communities; the school community; the community within which the school is located; the national community; and the global community. 
Our RE Curriculum gives particular opportunities to promote an ethos of respect for others, challenge stereo-types and build understanding of other cultures and beliefs. This contributes to promoting a positive and inclusive school ethos that champions democratic values and human rights. 
Statement of Equal Opportunities 
At Kender Primary School, we are committed to equal opportunities for all irrespective of race, gender, sexuality, disability or religion. We will monitor the impact of this policy to ensure that no group is adversely affected. 
Our practice 

The Teaching of RE at Kender Primary School: 
1 Knowledge, Skills and Understanding
Learning About Religion (likened to looking out of a window).
This covers knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other principal religions, the understanding of the influence of beliefs and values on individuals and communities and the ability to reflect on religious and moral issues. 
Learning From Religion (likened to looking in a mirror).
This concerns developing an awareness of the fundamental questions of life, responding to such questions and reflecting on personal beliefs and values. 
2 Breadth of Study
Religions and Beliefs
Religions to be covered at each key stage are laid down in the syllabus. These need to be taught through the Learning themes. 
In accordance with the structure of the locally agreed syllabus, we have agreed that the religions to be covered are: 
· Foundation Stage: Christianity and ‘sampling’ other religions.

· KS1: children will learn about and from Christianity and Judaism, with a small portion of time given to children experiencing Islam and Sikhism. 
· KS2: children will learn about and from Christianity, as well as Judaism, Islam, Hinduism and Sikhism. 
Learning Themes
These are also shown in the syllabus. 
· Foundation Stage: no recommended Learning Themes

· KS1:  Believing Belonging; Prayer & Worship Leaders & Teachers Stories & Books Celebrations Symbols & Artefacts 
· KS2:  Beliefs and Questions Inspirational People; Teachings and Authority; Religion and the Individual Religion; Family and Community Worship; Pilgrimage and Sacred Places; The Journey of Life and Death; Symbols and Religious Expression; Beliefs in Action in the World 
In accordance with the National Society’s Statement of Entitlement, 2/3 of the RE curriculum is based on learning about and from Christianity, with RE being taught discretely for 5% of the weekly timetable. 
The Right to Withdrawal
Parents/carers may make a request, in writing, to the Headteacher, that their child be withdrawn from Religious Education. However, it should be noted that requests for withdrawal are often based on a misunderstanding of the nature and purpose of RE and discussion of this is vital before a decision to withdraw can be made. This is made clear in the prospectus. 
Collective Worship
Legally, assembly times are not to be considered as opportunities for Religious Education although they may be a valuable stimulus to support and enrich the RE covered in the classroom. (Please refer to Collective Worship Policy for further details). 
Our monitoring, evaluation and reporting 
Assessment and Recording of RE:
In line with Kender Primary School’s policy on assessment, record keeping and reporting, each teacher is expected to take responsibility for the regular assessment of RE; this is done through teacher marking against specific learning intentions and success criteria as well as through pupil assessment, both on a weekly and half termly basis using traffic light colours and half termly self assessment sheets for use at the end of each topic.

Each term, teachers are expected to provide the RE Leader with end of term assessment data for each child’s RE attainment; this is then fed into the school’s main data system and is used by the RE Leader to track specific children/cohorts as well as overall school attainment in RE. 
Staff Development. 
This takes place through staff meetings, INSET and informal discussions in the course of general planning and evaluation meetings among staff. Care is taken to ensure the effectiveness of our planning as we recognise the need to maintain continuity and progression for our pupils. The RE co-ordinator oversees the RE provision throughout the school and feeds back any new information to the rest of the staff. 
Links to other curriculum areas
Section 78 (1) of the 2002 Education Act states that all pupils should follow a balanced and broadly based curriculum which ‘promotes the spiritual, mortal, cultural, social, mental and physical development of pupils and of society, and prepares pupils for later life.’ Learning about and from religions and beliefs, through the distinct knowledge, understanding and skills contained within the broad based RE curriculum, is essential to achieving these aims. Exploring the concepts of religion and beliefs and their roles in the spiritual, moral and cultural lives of people in a diverse society helps individuals develop moral awareness and social understanding. 
Links to other policy documents
Access to this policy document

This policy is available via the school office, is available on the school website or on request.

